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What is Love?      

So … what is love and how do 
we define it?  I love lots of 
things.  I love:

My wife                                                         
My children                                          
My grandchildren                               
Vacations with my family                       
My good friends (well, most of 
them!)    
Our great neighbors                             
My Welcome brothers and sisters           
Our children’s friends                            
My house
My car
Chocolate!
Great music
A beautiful sunset/sunrise
Our daughter’s dog (Ham)
A perfectly cooked steak
A great glass of wine
  Now, do I love all of these the 
same?  Certainly not!  Yet we 
use the same word for each one.  
How do we know the differences 
in the love for each of these?  For 
us, it is the context that helps us 
understand what that particular 
meaning of love is.  However, it 
was very different in the time of 
Jesus.  The Gospels, written in 
Greek, used four different words 
for love:

• Storge – Affection.  This is an 
instinctual love.  It is the love 
parents have for their children.
• Philia – Friendship.  This is the 
type of love that people feel for 
each other.  It is a love bore out 
of a common interest.  I thought I 
really understood this until I went 
to Welcome and now continue 
with our group of eight men.  
There is a closeness we have that 
cannot be described in English.  It 

is Philia.
• Eros. This is the natural love of 
being in love with love.  It leads to 
God because it came from God.  
It is the intimate love between a 
husband and wife.
• Agape. This is what God talks 
about as Charity.  Agape is the 

love of God.  It is total self-giving.  
It is the love given by God that we 
then are to return to him.
  Take a look again at my list.  
Notice what is missing … love of 
God!  How could I have missed 
this?  Because we, as humans, 
think and act in human terms.  We 
think and act in terms of the first 
three types of love because each of 
them has to do with the self.  
  Let’s look at the list again.  Do 

any of the first three types of love 
account for my love of the things 
other than my family and friends?  
Nope!  So, this really isn’t love.  I 
really like all of these things, but I 
really don’t love them.  This use of 
the word love is really a misuse of 

“The Holy Spirit purifies the other three loves so that  
we can live agape love. “ 

Palm Sunday 
Regular Sunday Mass schedule 
with Procession at 11:30am Mass

Holy Thursday 
Mass of the Last Supper at 7pm

Good Friday 
The Passion Service at 7pm

Holy Saturday
The Easter Vigil at 8:30pm

Continued on p.6

Holy Week Schedule
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How are the first three Glorious 
mysteries tied together?  St. Augustine 
stated that “the Resurrection of 

the Lord (The First Glorious Mystery) 
is our hope; the Lord’s Ascension is our 
glorification.”  In the Resurrection of Christ, 
we continue to hope for the salvation of our 
souls, that one day we will join our Creator 

in heaven. In the Ascension (The Second 
Glorious Mystery), we are glorified by the 
definitive entrance of Jesus’ humanity into 
God’s heavenly kingdom.
The Resurrection (the first Glorious 
Mystery) is a visible sign for Jesus’ disciples, 
given to strengthen their hope for salvation. 
We continue to hope for our salvation 

because of the faith of these disciples and 
the grace of the Holy Spirit bestowed upon 
them (The Descent of the Holy Spirit 
Upon the Apostles – The Third Glorious 
Mystery).  The Holy Spirit bestowed Love 
of God on the disciples and on all of us.  

Through our Faith in the Resurrection, our 
Hope in His Resurrection and, ultimately 
our resurrection, and the Love of God from 
the Holy Spirit, we have a sure path to our 
salvation and everlasting joy in heaven.

The greatest desire of the human heart 
is to love and be loved.     God is the 

source of all love that is pure and good.   
Through God’s grace the human heart 

rises above simple human desires and 
wants.   God breathes into us a divine 
quality that creates within us a sacrificial 
love.   It is a willingness to love when we 
do not feel like loving; a willingness to 
forgive when we do not feel like forgiving; 

a willingness to walk by another’s side 
when we want to walk away.  This kind of 
love is rooted in the will.  It is not based 
on a feeling but rather a choice.   God 
lifts us up beyond human emotions and 
empowers us to choose loving another as 
God has chosen to love us.  Thus love as 
it comes from God is a decision and not a 
feeling.  Love as a feeling comes and goes.  
Love as a decision is given God’s divine 
grace to remain permanent.  “God is love, 
and who remains in love remains in God, 
and God in him.” (1 John 4:16).  Let this 
be our prayer as we strive to live out the 
virtue of charity.

The three sisters - Faith, Hope, and Love 
are the foundations of our faith life. 

First Corinthians tells us that the greatest 
of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13. “And 
now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of these is love.”
 Faith is the starting point of our 
relationship with God. It is an attitude of 
the heart. Hope is the anchor for the soul 
that reassures us of the goodness of God 
in our lives. Love is the greatest gift of all. 
When faith and hope fail and fall away, love 
remains to restore our relationship with 
God. Love remains with us in eternity. It is 

the meaning and center of everything.
  Even though things don’t always work 
out in life’s experiences – often the case for 

most of us – nothing can separate me from 
the love that God has for me. And nothing 
can change the love that I have for Him. 
Let that gift live in you and share it lovingly 
with all. Of all the gifts we have received 
from God, the greatest is Love!

Message from the Pastor

Faith Life Foundations

Msgr. Joseph Pemberton

Msgr. Joseph Scantlin

Faith, Hope, and Love – the Rosary

                         THE MYSTERY
            First             The Resurrection                     Faith
        Second                The Ascension             Hope
          Third            The Descent of the Holy Spirit    Love of God

“Love remains with us in eternity.  
It is the meaning and center  

of everything.”

“God is love, and who remains in 
love remains in God, and  

God in him.” (1 John 4:16)

CHARITY:  TO LOVE AS GOD HAS LOVED US

“The Holy Spirit bestowed Love  
of God on the disciples and  

on all of us. “

T H E  G LO R I O U S  M Y S T E R I E S
NUMBER FRUIT OF THE MYSTERY
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Deacon Joe Ramos

I officiated high school football for 20 
years before resigning, so that I could use 
all my spare time for church ministries. 

I miss it, but I also knew that this would 
not help me get to heaven. Or would it?  I 
was part of a High School five member UIL 
Football Officiating crew who were calling 
6A and 5A UIL High School football games. 
I was the only Catholic on my crew and the 
other four members were either Protestant 
or no religion. One of the officiating 
members was a Baptist Deacon (Brother 
James). This was during my formation to 
become a Deacon in the Roman Catholic 
Church.
  Just before taking the field to call a game, 
our officiating crew would form a circle in 
the locker rooms, and we would go over our 
assigned responsibilities. I would then lead 
them in prayer, asking God for safety and 
protection of our crew, to have a clear mind 
and judgment of enforcing the game rules, 
and penalty enforcement; along with good 
sportsmanship for both teams and coaches. 
I would then lead them in prayer and begin 
every time with doing the “sign of the cross”, 
as all Catholics do. The other officiating 
crew members would bow their heads in 

prayer and listen to my prayer. The making 
of this “sign” is done to invoke the Holy 
Trinity before and at the end of our Catholic 
prayers. That’s what we do as Catholics.
  This would occur every Thursday and 
Friday night during football season for 
two years with my newly formed crew. 
On one particular night, we started our 
usual prayer, and I began with the “sign of 
the cross”. However, I was interrupted by 
Brother James. He asked; “Brother Joe, why 
do we have to start with all this”; as he did 
his best impersonation of the “sign of the 
cross”. He said: “We can just pray, and do 
without all of that”.
  I told hm that we always invoke the Holy 
Trinity into our prayers; with the “sign 
of the cross”, as I demonstrated from my 
forehead, to chest and then each shoulder, 
speaking the words: “In the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.”
  Brother Frank informed me that all this 
was not necessary for prayer. I asked him 

and them, “Do you all believe in God, the 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth”? Brother Frank answered; “Yes, I 
do, I’m Christian”. I then asked him; “Do 
you believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ the 
only begotten Son of our God?”  Brother 
James answered again: “Yes we do, we’re 
Christian”. I then asked them: “Well do 
you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and 
giver of life?” And Brother James answered, 
“Yes, I told you, we are Christian.” So I then 
answered him; “Then proclaim it, if you 
believe it.” They just stood there in silence 
and looked at me. It was a quiet moment 
for a few seconds, and I began again with 
the “sign of the cross” and the prayer. To 
my amazement, they all, including Deacon 
James, did the “sign of the cross”, along with 
me, and finished the prayer with it.   
  You see, I was at the crossroads to defend 
my actions and faith in prayer. “I could have 
played along, to get along”, but my faith is 
most important, and this was a challenging, 
but teaching moment. From that night on, 
we did this every single game, for another 
seven years! I was placed in a position 
to defend my faith, and expose it to my 
friends and crew. They were all good men, 
but sometimes good is not “God-enough”, 
if He calls us to be holy. They never again 
questioned the “sign of the cross”, and 
continued doing it every time we prayed.
  I quit officiating football in my 20th year, 
after our oldest member on the crew passed 
away from leukemia. We attended Jerry’s 

funeral as a crew, and unknowingly to 
me, during the eulogy Jerry’s wife (Beth) 
asked me if I could step forward and say 
a few words about Jerry. Beth made a 
statement that surprised me. She stated 
that Jerry never believed in God, until we 
started to pray before games. Jerry told 
his wife about the Holy Trinity and how 

important it was that we pray this way. 
Jerry’s wife commented to us all at the 
funeral visitation, that my prayers and the 
“sign of the cross” had a profound effect on 
Jerry, especially since he had been battling 
leukemia. Jerry, nor any of the other men 
on the crew were Catholic, but Beth stated 
Jerry learned and believed in God before 
he died through the prayer of Holy Trinity 
and the “sign of the cross”. I was taken by 
this news because Jerry was the elder on 
the crew, and was very kind and private; not 
saying much, other than typical “football 
talk”. I said a few kind words about Jerry, 
and in his honor, the Holy Spirit allowed 
me to lead the family and friends in prayer, 
as we began with the sign of our faith; + “In 
the name of the Father, and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen”+. 
You never know who’s reading YOU as their 
ONLY bible. “Live in such a way, that those 
who do not know God, but know you, will 
come to know God, because they know you.” 

Sign of Our Catholic Faith; “Like No Other”
How proclaiming the sign of our Faith can give 

He said: “We can just pray, and  
do without all of that”.

So I then answered him; “Then 
proclaim it, if you believe it.”

Deacon Joe and his UIL Football Officiating crew.
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Known as “The Little Flower,” St. 
Therese of Lisieux  is an icon of 

simplicity.  Her faith, truly heroic, wasn’t 
expressed in grand ways.   Everything 
she did in her cloister was done with 
magnanimity of heart rather than 
grandiosity.   That’s quite possibly why 
she is one of the most beloved saints of all 
time – because she lived a very ordinary 

life, yet her soul exuded incredible 
fortitude, perseverance, patience, and, 
indeed, charity (love).   Her love, her 
heart, has won over the coldest and most 
calloused of souls.

1. “Miss no single opportunity of making 
some small sacrifice, here by a smiling 
look, there by a kindly word; always 

doing the smallest right and doing it all 
for love.”

2. “Our Lord does not so much look at the 
greatness of our actions, or even at their 
difficulty, as at the love with which we do 
them.”

3. “I understood that love comprises all 
vocations – that love is everything, and 
because it is eternal, embraces all times 
and places.”

4. “To live in love is to sail forever, 
spreading seeds of joy and peace in 
hearts.”

5. “Kindness is my only guiding star.  In 
its light, I sail a straight route, I have my 
motto written on my sail: ‘To live in love.’”
 
6. “Let us love, since that is what our 
hearts were made for.”

7. “Love can accomplish all things.  Things 
that are most impossible become easy 
where love is at work.”
 
8. “Without love, deeds, even the most 
brilliant, count as nothing.”

9. “I am the smallest of creatures and I 
recognize my worthlessness, but I also 
know how hearts that are generous and 
noble love to do good.”

10. “When one loves, one does not 
calculate.”

Sisters of the Least Likely
“Sisters of the Least Likely” is a small group of women who meet over breakfast every other 
Friday.   Our meetings are rooted in love and prayer for one another and for our parish 
community.  At this meeting, Bette O’Dell is joining us in hopes of starting a second group 
at the beginning of 2022.  We would love to mentor other groups, as well.

Hospitality Committee

The Hospitality sets up the welcoming 
of new parishioners and the New 

Parishioner’s Dinner in April.  A “Save 
the Date” will be sent out early February. 
We are also seeking volunteers for not 
just the committee, but also for Greeters 
at weekend Masses. It is a wonderful and 
simple way to meet fellow parishioners 
at MBS.  For questions call or email Kat 
Rojas at 817/253-7077 or kathyrojas@
sbcglobal.net.

It wasn’t too long ago that we weren’t able 
to have Holy Water at MBS.  Of all the 

singing groups to provide a beautiful song 
about what Holy Water can do, a great one 
comes from Big and Rich, the country duo 
with a song by that name.  This portion of 
the lyrics is especially meaningful:

Take me away 
Then take me farther 

Surround me now 
And hold, hold, hold me 

Like Holy Water.

 Through the use of Holy Water, the Holy 
Spirit surrounds us, protects us, nurtures 
us, and gives us the strength to persevere in 
even the most difficult of times.  
  Just as Msgr. Pemberton said in his cover 
letter, Jesus told us to “love one another as I 
have loved you.”  Not just the people we like 
… everyone.  Just as Big Kenny has on the 
back of his guitar at the end of the music 
video:  Love Everybody.

Holy Water

10 Beautiful St. Therese of Lisieux Quotes on Love

 “The Little Flower,” St. Therese of Lisieux 
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Dear brothers and sisters, a faith without 
giving, a faith without gratuitousness is 
an incomplete faith --- Today we can ask 
ourselves: “At what point is my faith?  Do 
I experience it as something mechanical, 
like a relationship of duty or interest with 
God?”  Letting oneself be looked at and 
loved by Jesus; letting Jesus look at us, love 
us … “Do I respond freely, with generosity, 
with all my heart?”
Saturday, October 16, 2021

There is no freedom without love.  The 

selfish freedom of doing what I want is 
not freedom, because it turns in on itself, 
it is not fruitful.  Freedom increases with 
love.  But beware: not with self-centered 
love, with the love of a soap opera, not with 
the passion that simply looks for what we 
want and like: not with that, but with the 
love we see in Christ – charity – this is the 
love that is truly free and freeing.  It is the 
love that shines out in gratuitous service, 
modeled on that of Jesus, who washes the 
feet of His disciples and says: “I have given 
you an example, that you also should do as 
I have done to you.” (Jn 13:15) Serving one 
another.”
Thursday, October 28, 2021

Once we experience the power of God’s 
love, and recognize His fatherly presence 
in our personal and community life, we 
cannot help but proclaim and share what 
we have seen and heard.  Everything about 
Christ reminds us that He knows well our 
world and its need for redemption, and 
calls us to become actively engaged in 
this mission.  No one is excluded, no one 

need feel distant or removed from this 
compassionate love.
Friday, October 29, 2021

The supreme rule regarding fraternal 
correction is love: to want the good of our 
brothers and sisters.  It takes a lot of time 
to also tolerate others’ problems, others’ 
defects in the silence of prayer, so as to 
find the right way to help them to correct 
themselves.  And this is not easy.  The 
easiest path is to gossip.  Talking behind 
someone else’s back as if I am perfect.  

And this should not be done.  Gentleness. 
Patience. Prayer. Proximity.
Thursday, November 9, 2021

Dear brothers and dear sisters, our lives 
are very often not what we imagine them 
to be.  Especially in loving and affectionate 
relationships, it is difficult to move from 
the logic of falling in love to the logic of a 
mature love.  You newlyweds, think about 
this.  The first phase is always marked by 
a certain enchantment that makes us live 
immersed in the imaginary that is often 
not based on reality and facts – the falling 
in love phase.  But precisely when falling in 
love with its expectations seems to come 
to an end, that is where true love begins or 
true love enters in there.  In fact, to love is 
not the pretention that the other person, or 
life, should correspond to our imagination.  
Rather, it means to choose in full freedom 
to take responsibility for one’s life as it 
comes.  This movement from falling in love 
to mature love is a demanding choice, but 
we must choose that path.
Tuesday, December 7, 2021

Here are prayers (Acts) of Faith, Hope, 
and Love that you can pray any time to 
help you increase your devotion to these 
Three Theological Virtues.

Act of Faith 
O my God, I firmly believe 

that you are one God in three divine 
Persons, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
I believe that your divine Son 

became man 
and died for our sins and that he 

will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe these and all the truths 
which the Holy Catholic Church 

teaches 
because you have revealed them 

who are eternal truth and wisdom, 
who can neither deceive nor be 

deceived. 
In this faith I intend to live and die. 

Amen.

Act of Hope
O Lord God, 

I hope by your grace for the pardon 
of all my sins 

and after life here to gain eternal 
happiness 

because you have promised it 
who are infinitely powerful, faithful, 

kind, 
and merciful. 

In this hope I intend to live and die. 
Amen. 

Act of Love
O Lord God, I love you above all 

things 
and I love my neighbor for your 

sake 
because you are the highest, infinite 

and perfect 
good, worthy of all my love. 

In this love I intend to live and die. 
Amen.

Prayers excerpted from the Compendium 
of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
© Copyright 2005 - Libreria Editrice 
Vaticana. 

Pope Francis and LoveActs of Faith, Hope, and Love
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Our daughter Anne married Steven 
Weston in 2012.  On my birthday in 
2013, they announced that she was 

expecting, a total surprise since she had 
said for many years that she didn’t want 
children.  Anne went into labor on Easter 
Sunday (April 20, 2014) at Mass and 
Alyssa was born early the next 
morning.  In the summer of 
2015, they again announced 
that they were expecting.  All 
of her doctor visits during 
Anne’s pregnancy went very 
well.  Anne had a routine visit 
on Wednesday, January 27, less 
than a week after her previous 
visit.  The doctor found a large 
growth on the baby’s liver that 
had appeared in less than a 
week.  The next day, January 28, Tyler James 
Weston was born.  He was immediately 
placed in an incubator, baptized, and then 
whisked off to the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU) at UT Southwestern.  For 
the next 53 days, the Doctors, Nurses, and 
Staff at the UT Southwestern NICU did 
everything they could to shrink the growth 
or remove it.  All I could do as a grandfather 
was be there for Anne and Steve and help 
them with daily needs.  
   These 53 days and nights really challenged 
my Catholic faith in ways I had never 

imagined.  However, instead of playing the 
“blame game” or getting upset, it increased 
my faith through increased prayer and 
time with family.  I realized that whatever 
God had planned for Tyler was a part of 
something bigger than me.  It hurt like 
crazy to see Anne and Steve suffer, but my 
increased faith also provided hope that, 
whatever the outcome, it would be for the 

greater good of God and our 
family.  
  Our entire family continued 
to hope that Tyler would get 
better and the Doctors would 
figure out how to remove the 
growth from his liver.  After 
53 days, we all said goodbye to 
Tyler and he went to heaven.  
It was Sunday, March 20, 
2016 … Palm Sunday.  The 
memorial service was the 

morning of Saturday, March 26 … Holy 
Saturday.  The outpouring of love from 
family, friends of Anne and Steve, and our 
friends, was overwhelming.
  Tyler’s impact on our family has been 
profound.  Every time we talk on the 
phone, FaceTime, Zoom, or are together in 
person, we never end a call or conversation 
without telling everyone that we love them.  
And we really mean it, too!  We are closer 
now than we were before Tyler.
  Tyler taught me the importance and 
priority of family and friends, and the 

importance of telling them what they 
mean to me.  From our children and 
grandchildren to other family members to 
our wonderful friends from days gone by 
and at MBS to my close volleyball friends, 
I make it a point to let them know what 
they all mean to me.  Also, when I attend 
daily and weekly Mass and receive 
communion, I return to my pew and, 
among other prayers, I pray to St. Tyler 
to pray for me.  I know he does and he is 
praying for our entire family.
  After Tyler … a miracle.  Anne and 
Steve were very concerned that there 
may have been some genetic issue with 

them that caused Tyler’s problem, 
so they were very concerned about 
having another child.  After contacts 
across the country to specialists 
at many hospitals, the conclusion 
was that there was nothing genetic 
that caused it.  It was just one of 
those things.  With this knowledge, 
but with much trepidation, Anne 
announced they were expecting 

again.  On November 22, 2017, Jacob Tyler 
Weston was born.  Our miracle grandson.  
He is a joy to all of us.  Every time I see him, 
I also see his big brother, Tyler.
To my children, grandchildren, and friends 
(you know who you are), I love you all.  
Keep the faith and know that the hope of 
the risen Lord will bring us all, with His 
grace, mercy, and unconditional love, to 
eternal happiness with Him … and Tyler.  I 
love you, Tyler.

“...my increased 
faith also provided 

hope that, whatever 
the outcome, it 

would be for the 
greater good of God 

and our family.”  

6

 Tyler James Weston   
A Journey of Faith, Hope, and Love

what love really means.
  In order to really experience love of God 
– Agape – we have to go beyond the first 
three types of love and become total self-
giving to God, because that is what he gave 
us: “For God so loved  the world,  that he 
gave his only Son.” (Jn 3:16) Jesus loves us 
so much that He laid down His life for us, 
and He is present to us through the Holy 
Spirit.  We need the Holy Spirit to have 
true agape love.  The Holy Spirit purifies 
the other three loves so that we can live 
agape love.  
  So, how do I get there?  It certainly isn’t 
easy given daily life, distractions, and 
temptations in our society today.  Here are 
some steps that I am trying to do or do 
better than I have:
Pray.  Pray every day.  Pray the Rosary and 
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  Or just say a 

Alyssa, Jacob, and Tyler

Jim Finkerkeller

What is Love (cont. from p.1)

 (continued next page)



7February '22 · MBS Proclamation / 

L O V E            I S S U E

“For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the lord. ¨Plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans 

to give you hope and a future (Jeremiah 
29:11). Isaac King was born on June fourth, 
2021, he is the son of my sister, Richelle 
King and brother-in-law, Travis King. He 
is the fourth child of the King clan. With 
a due date of August 26 , 2021. My sister’s 
water broke at week nineteen, twenty-one 
weeks early. Those numbers will always 
bring back a traumatic and frightening 
time for my family and me, but those 
numbers also represent love and hope.
  It was the joyous day of Easter. We all 
celebrated Christ and our loved ones on 
that special day. My family knew my sister 
was close to 20 weeks, roughly midway 
through her pregnancy. She and her family 
live in Houston, about 4 hours south of 
our home in Arlington. We called to speak 
with them and wish them a Happy Easter. 
Everything seemed fine and happy in their 
house, and my sister stated her love for her 
family as my nephews made jokes. In the 
previous week, a blood clot was found to be 
causing some minor complications, but the 
doctors said it was common and wouldn’t 
likely be an issue. However, my family was 
clearly just excited to spend time with my 

sister, brother-
in-law, and 
three nephews.   
 The day after 
Easter, I was 
getting ready 
for school. My 
mother came 
running to 
my room as 
she said the 
words I´ll 
never forget, 
¨Richelle´s 
water just 
broke.¨ 
I could 
feel my 
heart 
sinking 
down 
to my 
stomach, 
as my 
mother 
and sister packed their things to travel 
to Houston for the week. My father and I 
stayed home. The entire day was filled with 
stress that distracted me from school. I 
was in sixth grade going to school virtualy 
due to Covid. I anxiously awaited any 
updates on my sister’s and 
nephew’s health. ¨We are 
looking at a less than a 5% 
chance he´ll make it¨; the 
Doctors explained the risk 
factors Issac may face if he 
was born that week. All my 
family and I could do was 
hope and pray. 
  The first week was the most 
trying, but my sister was 
able to hold the pregnancy 
for a week, then another week, then for 
months and it started to feel that I may 
have a chance to hold this baby. Every day 
my sister would send updates to the family, 
¨Update: I´m still pregnant¨, those four 
words allowed everyone to breathe again. 
  On June second, at around 11:00 at night, 
my mom delivered the news to my father 
and me that my sister was going into labor. 
She was at week 28. I had a hard time going 
to sleep that night. During the entire next 
day, I was nervously waiting for any news 
my family may give me. I was sporadically, 

checking messages until the afternoon. 
My brother-in-law finally sent us a 

message saying, ¨He’s here!¨ 
I nervously asked about the 
baby´s and my sister’s health. 
Sissy was fine and the doctors 
saw no major health issues for 
our baby Isaac! Being born 3 
months early still put him at 
high risk. He spent the next 
3 months in the Neonatal 
ICU. This time was also very 
stressful for my sister and 
brother-in-law, but with 

prayers and love from extended family and 
friends, their Houston Church, St. Rose of 
Lima, and our church community of Most 
Blessed Sacrament, they made it through.
  Isaac King is now six months old and 
continues to spread his sunshine. He lives 
with his parents, and his three brothers, 
Jacob, James, and Henry. He thankfully 
faces no major health challenges. 
Sometimes my family and I revisit the 
memories, and we remember the miracle 
God performed, He has a plan, it’s based 
on his love, and all feels right in his world.

“We are looking at a 
less than a 5% chance 

he´ll make it”;  
the Doctors explained 
the risk factors Issac 

may face if he was 
born that week.

7

God’s Love and God’s Plan  are  
Always United

What is Love (cont. from previous page) 
quick prayer to God and say, “Increase my 
love for You.”  So simple and yet so hard.
Spend time with Jesus.  Before or after 
daily and/or weekend Mass, or even if it 
is only for a couple of minutes a day on 
my way to or from somewhere, I stop in 
the presence of the Blessed Sacrament 
and ask God to help me love Him more.
Tell my wife, children, and grandchildren 
that I love them … every day.  Not just 
when it is convenient for me.  Every day!
If you think any/all of these are hard, 
here’s the really hard one: Love my 
enemies.  Start praying for them and 
asking God to love them through me.
  This is a tall order (no pun intended!).  
But, it is time to start.  Will I fall short 
at times?  Of course.  But, with God’s 
grace, I will do my best to get back up and 
persevere.  I pray that you will join me on 
this journey.

Jenna Finn

After nine weeks of hospital bedrest and a 
week after his birth,, Richelle gets to hold her 
1lb 15oz miracal.   (insert) Issac six months old.

What is Love (cont. from p.1)
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L O V E            I S S U E

Welcome Recently Baptized
Colton Patrick Bryant
Harper Ann Gilman
Ana Sophia Hines.
Tanner Michael Hons
Gabriela Isabel Hines
Lenora Antonio Lincoln
Ty Johnson Mendez
Santiago Ruiz

Please pray for the recently deceased 
members of our community: 

Love appears in the Bible 726 times: 431 times in the Old 
Testament and 295 times in the New Testament.

Love is in the Psalms 158 times.  Psalm 136 is only 26 verses, 
yet love is mentioned 26 times.  The name of this Psalm is “His 
Steadfast Love Endures Forever”.  This term is at the end of every 
verse of the Psalm.
Love in the Gospels:
     Matthew   13 times   Luke   15 times
     Mark    5  times  John   56 times
The Gospel of John is the Gospel of Love.
1 In Corinathians, Love is mentioned 17 times.  Chapter 13, 
“The Love Chapter”, includes 9 mentions of love, including very 
recognizable verses:

Verse 1: If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
Verse 4: Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; 
it is not arrogant.
Verses 7-8: Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.  Love never ends.
Verse 13: So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but 
the greatest of these is love.

1 Jn. This is a very short book almost at the end of the New 
Testament.  In only 5 short chapters, St. John mentions love 46 
times!

Chapter 3, starting in verse 11, is titled “Love One Another” 
and verse 16 states, “By this we know love, that he laid down 
his life for us, and  we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brothers.”
Chapter 4, beginning in verse 7 is titled “God is Love” and 
mentions love 27 times in 15 verses!
Verse 11: Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 
Verse 12: If we love one another, God abides in us and his love 
is perfected in us.
Verse 16: God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him. 

Please Welcome New Members 
of our Parish Family

Bryan and Natalie Bolanos
Randy and Tina Jacobs
Georganna Johnston
Jesus and Maria Puga
Gaspar and Veronica Sanchez
Bilal and Ana Soto-Siddiqi
Akshith Thumma
Kathryn Ufolla
Cathy Wiles

Bea Farnan
Ray Furtner

Samer Sami Guirquis
Chelsea Heimann

Clark Jones
Ron Jones

Ed Murphy
Harry Shank
Mark Virant

Love in the Bible

Excerpt from the homily of Msgr. Pemberton 
on the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time:  

This third Sunday of Ordinary Time, 
Jesus is in the synagogue in His home 
town of Nazareth and He takes the 

scriptures and announces that “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon Him.”  And He proceeds 
to proclaim what He has been sent to do.  
The quote is from Isaiah 61:1.This particu-
lar passage also pertains to all of us.  It is 
a proclamation about our mission and our 
ministry and our relationship with Christ 
and His Church.  This passage from Isaiah 
is the story of us.  Let’s take this reading and 
connect it to the Three Theological Virtues 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity (Love), and how 
they connect to us:
  Faith.  The Spirit of the Lord has consumed 
us with absolute Faith and belief in the 
mysterious workings of God as He enters 
into the human heart.  We have absolute 
Faith and confidence in this God as He 

empowers us to do extraordinary things in 
His name.  He brings us the gift of courage 
to stand up for what 
is right and to 
speak out against 
what is wrong.   
  The Spirit of the 

Lord gives us the 
courage to proclaim 
that the gift of the 
Gospel brings 
peace and justice to 
our world.  
 Hope (Trust).  
The Spirit of the 
Lord consumes us with absolute Trust in 
God that He will not abandon us.  He will 
walk with us every step of the way.  He is 

our leader.  He is our Savior.  He is our 
Friend.  He is our Brother.  He is the one 
that directs all that happens and all that’s 
going to happen.  We have absolute Trust in 
this God that He has gone to prepare a place 
for us; that “Where I am you also will be.”  
  Love (Charity).  We are empowered 
by the Spirit to love as God loves.  To 
go beyond human emotion and human 
feeling and even human desire.  We are 
taken into a divine gift of a love that 
permeates out of the very essence of God, 
that comes out of Him and pierces our 
hearts.  Thus the Spirit of the Lord enables 
us to love as God loves; to forgive as God 
forgives; to be faithful as God is faithful.   
  The Virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity 
bring us to that understanding that the 
same Spirit that empowered Jesus in the 
synagogue at Nazareth empowers us, 
beginning at our Baptism, and also flows 
throughout the whole sacramental life of 
the Church.

“ T O  G O 

B E Y O N D 

F E E L I N G 

AND EVEN 

H U M A N 

DESIRE.”

Go Beyond  

H U M A N   E M O T I O N  

A N D  H U M A N


